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The Editorial Commuttee do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous month.

in the Sixth Year.

From this issue we are in the Sixth year of our existence. It
is a matter for congratulation that we have been able to keep our
head above water and go forward in this season of scarcity and war.
As we have so often said, the credit must go to the support of a
number of Panchayats that have always been mindful of the well
being of all, Harder times seem to be ahead. Want of paper may
force us sometimes to issue two numbers together i.e., it is quite
possible that in the near future, it may become necessary to impro-
vise a year of eight months instead of twelve.

Under contingencies like that we hope our subscribers will
remain not only loyal but more zealous in canvassing support from
sister Panchayats so that whenever convenience should present .
itself we may be in a position to utilise it and face the situation with
full financial backing. The more the panchayats are regular in send-
ing us subscriptions the greater, necessarily, will be our efficiency to
serve them. We hope hundreds of more Panchayats would join us
to strengthen a movement which is theu- own a.nd of usefulness to
themselves.

Revive the Administrative and Economic Life of the
Village.

Sir Malcolm Darling, a former Financial Commissioner of Punjab,
spoke recently in London. He said that democracy in India could
not suceceed without a vigorous system of vxllage gelf-Government.
He said that this should be encouraged in two ways—by the.revival
of the old village Panchayat and by the development of the Qozope:
rative movement. May we underline the phrase “Vigorous ﬂs&m
This necessarily 1mphes universal estabhshment of these mshhﬂonl
and a backing of resources behind them to CATTY on ‘théir fundtions
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to make democracy a reality in the village --in fact in evei-y village.
In this short note, we do not desire to discuss details but we should
very much desire to draw the attention of our Governments to the
full implications of a suggestion made by such a high authority as
Sir Maleolm who knew Indian life very intimately while he was in
India. Demacracy for [ndia cannot be true and complete until it is
established for every village in this land. India is a land of villa- -
ges. 1lts population is mainly dependent on agricultural economy.
The usurer middleman has invaded our villages. He has ruined the
ryots’ life. The poison of indebtedness has so permeated lite that
helplessness and hopelessness are writ large on the face of the ryot.
It is the Hercules of co-operation working, not by the credit line
alone, but by the full circumference of the villager’s economic life -
that must bring cheer. We must acknowledge that, of late, the co.
operative effort has been moving in an all embracing manner. More
drive, more propaganda, and more thorough Debt Redemption efforts
are still necessary. A planned scheme for the covering of the whole
area of the country with Co-operative societies has yet to come. The
present Government’s drive that has been launched for co-operative
stores should be utilised to make the stores movement universal.
The war has demonstrated to what lengths private profiteers can go.
If the moral of the situation can be brought home to the people by
properly directed propaganda Co-operative economy will have
made rapid progress against the earlier form of extortionist eco-
nomy. Official and non official propagandist work has now to be
turned out on an immense scale. This is the tims for the other and
more fundamental requisite for democracy to be worked up. Igno-
rance is a greater burden than debt. This is what is implied in the
objection raised by men who state that a population with ten per
cent. literacy may not make material for democracy. Itis true that
such a population is not in a fit condition for leading a decent life,
let alone a life of democracy. It is not in a fit condition to make any
endeavour a success in the modern world. If the mass of men were
literate and could read the ten laws of Co-operation for themselves
that movement would not be where it is to-day in this country.
Thetefore, may we not urge that the Co-operative departments—
official and non-official —should include removal of illiteracy as an"
essential item in their programmes. Democratisation of Finance or
politics cannot have its true development without democratisation
of knowledge, and the first step towards it, in the modern world, is
literacy. ' 7
Matters are not so simple when we turn to Panchayats, the
vigorous reorganisation of which,K Sir Malocolmn Darling advocates.
It is true that in our province we have today about 7,000 Panchayats
in namber only in name. Actually, efficient panchayat may be only
a half. 1t is equally true that in certain areas like the Mysore state
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hlghly a.mehora.tlve work has been turned out by the Panchayats
under the foeterlng care of a personal Government. Panchayat
laws exist in other provinces as well. The Panchayat movement,
however, has not had enough encouragement in India as a whole.
The first Panchayat Law was ours in the Madras Presidency. It
was Act XV of 1920, an enabling Act with very great elasticity allow-
ed. Its absorption into the local Boards Actin 1930 brought on
complications from which we are not yet free. A new act is pro-
mised about which we have already said enough. In the province of
its origin. the Panchayat movement has not achieved enough tangi-
ble result within these twenty years and more. In other areas the
position is not much better. Non-official organisations do not yet
exist in enough numbers take to care of the movement. The Madras
Provincial Union of Panchayat Boards is probably the only one of
ite kind. An all India organisation is quite an essential. It is
equally necessary that in the Government of India also there should
be somebody to take care of the Panchayat life of India as a whole
and develop it. The Panchayats must be enabled to join into larger
and larger groups for pooling of common experiences and carrying
out of common policies so that every Panchayat in the country
may fall into line with the Indian democratic state. In fact, as per
Sir Malcolm Darling, co-operation and the village Panchayatare the
two facets of the village democratic polity. Therefore, it i time

‘that the Panchayat life of the country is recognised as an integral
part of our national life in as universal a manner as co-operation is
recognised today and similar organisations developed. We do hope
that the co-operators all over India, the Governments, and others
concerned will give our suggestion the consideration it deserves and
help to make the Panchayat movement a universal movement for
the country ultimately forming the bedrock of Indian Democracy on
its administrative side.
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